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BEHIND ‘A GHRISTMAS STORY

Shepherd’s engineer vecalls roots of boliday classic
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giiihg through the holiday

season ah radio i ke ey

ing to play oppasite & child
Slar — sooper or later, the lid
takes ower and ywou've lost con-
trad of the show, Holiday masic
can take over, foo. It's like
prumes; 15 ome emough? Are two
tuo many?

We're gddlly nostalgie each
zeason wihen we hear that st
broadeast of Bing Croshy sing
Ing “White Chrigtmas.” If it's
starting to Aurry when you
hesar ik, all the better.

But imevitably, the shopping,
coofting, the musie, the wrap-
ping ard the clesning mount to
8 crescendo as you rosh out
your teck door in vour slippers
tp stash the Christmas peper
seraps in the trazh, and aome
thing shimmering below
catches your eye as you are
sidenly airborme. And before
woll ¢an grab the railing vou re-
alize &) this = poing hurt like
nothing wou've sver dope 1o
yoursalf before and b) this has
1o e the b time you"ve heard
the spng about the lady whoe ran
oiff of cramberTy sAUCE on
Christmas Eve.

But such mishaps aro the

Kind of griat Jean Shepherd, the
late WOR-AM radio host and

the aufhor of the perennlal fa
vorihe holidey movie A Christ-
meas Story,” wonld've spun ot
6 whale Christmas nighl withe

His sound eoginesr of 10
veara, Herb Sgulre, agroes,

squire, who these days
makes his home with wife, Lau-
rie, 4 columnist and former
WOE producer, in Martinsville,
recently explained how the
bard of late-night radlo mades it
through the dread ses=on.

“"Most everything was ups
gripied,™ he =add. "I'd mentlon
something to Jegn in the 10
mimites hefore  alvtime  and,

i . ka'd weave it into a
whole show that very night

Squire, who still 15 in the
husiness as vice preskdent of en-
ginesring fir the Somarse
bazed DE] RF Systams, says “A
Chrlslmas Story™ actuslly was
drawn from the bs Shephecd
did on the air. But the movle
couldn't compare with the
plesas Shephesd spun from his
youth in Indizna to WOR radic
i Mew York, says Squire.
Nothing conld matcl the infi
macy of thoss spontansons
combinations of memory and
talent delivered in Shepherd's
¢lastic narrative style, he says,

“1 was the audience,” says
Sguire, who glso kept Shepherd
going with hiz own aniics In
the stodio and provided sund
effects. Tt wes only the two of
ug thete, You have to have
someone there to peast when
¥i're a ona-man show, But it
waz fiin. T loved listening,

“Ome Christmes nighl. Jean
dragged in an old radio loud
spaaker 8 friend had glven him.
1 hooked It up o feed Jean's
volce through it with sll the
distortion and  [asey  smonds.
Jean mem with it Mve, started
talking like an oldtime an-
nouncer. § was an offoriless
frea-flow performance.

“Jean nartafed the movie"
adds Squire. "“And thal was him
in line af the store fill=d with
Christimas shopgers, Bemamber
the kid goes to get on line and
the tadl guy says, ‘Hey kid, thia
ain't the emd of the line™ And
=zure enough, the lne goss all
atoind the darn store. That
wag Jean's cameo role. The
movie was all snippets of pisces
Jean did over the ab MNew
Year’s Eve experiences, duck
hunting, you name It — a little
bit from this one, & fittle from
that strung togelher.”

Squire says it was Jean’s
wfir, Laigh Brown, who encour-
aged him lo weite his boaks and
pull the movie topether affer
he'd feft WOR,

We're glad she dsl Those
were groat stories, amd one
heck of 8 way 1o g&t throwgh the
eliday on radia.
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