RADIO GETS |

NTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT

By MAUREEN NEVIN DUFFY |

Unrrespandent

ln:-f vear, there is a limlt to
how much Christmas music

one can safely folerate. Sedting

¢hat limit & the Job of the sts-

Hom program divector.

At Mepiune's The Breeze
{1071 and 99.7), that job falls fo
Mike Fitzgerald, director of

mitg for Press Com-
mumnicatione. Fitzgerald takes &
philceophical wlew of haliday |
radin critica.

ikon everything el this time

their Favorites, and & Iittle is
foo mmch of what they don't
lke. But we play a wider vari-
ety of holidey songs. Our Ll-
brary is the lavgest, with 5,000
differemt titlea versus thres or
four hundesd at most stations,
And we like to bring in the
plder favorites. songs by Bing
Crosby and (Frank) Sinatra.”

Btill, the stakion has & sirict
limit cn holiday tumes dUEimE
thie vk, Thia vear, the gtation
played four hours of holiday
gonipgs interspersed during ome
week, five hours the Feilowing,
for a gradueal boildup. Bui the
station lets Inose an the themed
weekends with continisous hali-
day muspe. Christmas will be
the “Home for the Holidays
Wweekend."

“Ppople can’t gel enough of &

Fitzgereld, who also co-heats
the “Mike & Disnne Show"
with Dianne De Olivelra from
5:30-10 a.m. weckdays, says the
station also ran 8 Web poll to
find ot which singers are its
listeness' favorike holiday arg
ista

Torrie Carr is Fitzgerald's

counterpart, doing the altérma-

{{verock programming fior sis-
tor gtations G Rock (106.8 end

106.6).

swe'll be playing nonstop
holiday favorites from 3 pom.
Christmas Eve until midnight
Chriztmes Day, in a mixhime of

pountey and pop. and Cheist-
mas clagsics" says Carr.

1t's also a good seazon fae Live
ramotes, Casey and Ray of New
Jersey 1015 (WHXW-FM} wapa
schedulad fo do a show, “Have
Santa 1,” an Friday at the Pat-
riats Theater ai the War Monw-
rial in Treaton to spresd
Chrisimifg chear in persom.

Dn Dec. 31, Carr will pilr up
with statton perzonmiity Mai
Murray of Seaside Heights for &
Mew Wave Bew Year's Party
from 9 pan. uniil 1 am. In &
toriet, Cart and Mooy will be
playing selections thal are “lis-
teper-driven,” #&ys Camr Lis-
temers have voted in a “G-Poll”
from @ databese of selections
posted on fthe station’s Weh
glte, waw grockradio.com.,

"sn we won't know (the play
Llat) umtil we see the results of
the pall,” says Carr.,

But the hase visltors select
from contalng B Hiles,

“A lot of enrly MTV" Ga¥s
Carr, "The Smiths, Bi2s, De
peche Mode — our fans lme in
a YouTube, MySpace kind of
waorld. Our unigueness of
ig peally to be wery lstemsr
defven.” .

WJRZ-FM (100.1) alao intends
its musde to ba used for holiday
furyctions, irlmming Ehe free,
wrapping e prosents, says
program director Jeff Rafter,




